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Music Tourism Convention 
is the world’s most extensive 
conference bringing together 
the music and tourism 
sectors to explore how 
music impacts, benefits and 
improves tourism offers.

The third Music Tourism Convention was 
held in Cologne, Germany on 29th & 
Düsseldorf 30th August and was the first 
ever European mainland edition. The event 
featured panel discussions, presentations, 
roundtables and live performances, as 
well as a special second day in Düsseldorf 
where participants had the opportunity to 
experience first hand the city’s music scene. 
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Music Tourism Convention in Detail
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IT’S A REALLY GREAT 
EXPERIENCE TO BE ABLE TO 
TALK TO PEOPLE THAT ARE 

BOTH IN THE MUSIC AND THE 
TRAVEL INDUSTRY BECAUSE 

I’M LEARNING LESSONS THAT 
I WOULD HAVE TO OTHERWISE 

FIND ON MY OWN.
Tracy Lanza, Vice President,  

Integrated Marketing, Brand USA

This edition’s theme was  
‘The Importance of Music 
Genres in Tourism Identity’ 
and some of the topics we 
dealt with included: 
• �Learning from Local Customs

• �Liverpool and a City Tourism Strategy Led  
by Music

• �How to fit Music Into a Tourism Master Plan

• �Japan and the “Northern Soul Movement”

• �Developing Trails & Tours

• �Finding the Key Steps for Developing a  
City Music Tourism Strategy

• �The Relationship Between Classical Music  
and Tourism

• �Attempting to Maximise a City’s Music Offer  
to Appeal to Visitors

• �Promoting the USA Through Music

• �Analysing Music Tourism’s Economic Impact.
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Day 2: Discovering Düsseldorf 

YOU NEED PLACES TO 
GO, YOU NEED PLACES TO 
RELAX AND IT FEELS LIKE  

A REALLY LOVELY CITY.
Samuel Nicholls,  

Founder of Music:Leeds

The second day of the convention started 
with a double-decker bus ride from 
Cologne to Düsseldorf, where attendees 
embarked on a walking tour discovering 
the city’s music landmarks such as Kling 
Klang Studio, Salon des Amateurs and 
Creamcheese. 

Highlights of the day also included a 
welcome from the Mayor, panels and 
presentations at City Hall, and a special  
live showcase by Love Machine.
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Cities & Countries Represented

Europe in focus

MUSIC TOURISM GLOBALLY 
IS JUST GROWING AND 

GROWING; TO ACTUALLY 
HAVE A HERITAGE IS A HUGE 

ASSET AND THERE’S A 
MASSIVE GLOBAL AUDIENCE.

Julia Jones, CEO, Found In Music (UK)
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Ole Friedrich, Managing Director,  
Düsseldorf Tourismus (Germany)

Pablo Camino, Director, Spain Is Music (Spain)

Paula Murray, Creative Director,  
Croydon Council (UK)

Robin Tuddenham,  
Chief Executive, Calderdale Council (UK)

Stephanie Kleine Klausing, Director Conventions 
& Marketing, Cologne Tourism Board (Germany)

Steve Azar, Music & Culture Ambassador, 
Mississippi (USA) & Director, The Mighty 
Mississippi Festival 

Tracy Lanza, Vice President, Integrated Marketing, 
Brand USA (USA)

Turo Pekari, Senior Advisor, Innovation & 
Discovery, Teosto/Teosto Futures Lab (Finland)

Andrea Minnich, Sales & Marketing Manager,  
Salzburg Tourism (Austria)

Bettina Schimmer, Owner,  
Bettina Schimmer PR (Germany)

Burkhard Kieker, CEO, Visit Berlin (Germany)

Chris Brown, CEO, Marketing Liverpool (UK) 

Claudia Jericho, Head of Competence Centre, 
Creative NRW (Germany)

Craig Ray, Director, Visit Mississippi (USA)

Elfi Scho-antwerpes, First Deputy Mayor,  
City of Cologne (Germany)

Dr. Heike Döll-König, Managing Director Tourism 
Board, North-Rhine Westphalia (Germany)

Izumi Sawamoto, DJ & Organiser of Nude 
Restaurant, Northern Soul Event in Kobe (Japan) 

Jan-Paul Laarmann, Product Management City 
Tourism/Head of #Urbanana & Trend Research/
Cultural Tourism, NRW Tourism (Germany)

Janet Arnold, VP of Partner Relations,  
Visit Indy (Indianapolis, USA)

Johannes Everke, Marketing Director,  
Hamburg Marketing (Germany)

Julia Jones, CEO, Found in Music (UK)

Larry Heath, Director, Heath Media (Australia)

Lori Janson, Director, Destination Development, 
Tourism Vancouver (Canada)

Nick Brooks-Sykes, Director of Tourism,  
Marketing Manchester (UK)

Olaf Furniss, Managing Director,  
Music Tourist (UK)

Our Speakers & Panelists

MUSIC TOURISM CONVENTION

RETURNED €3 

FOR EVERY €1 INVESTED
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Achim Schloemer  
CEO, KD German Rhine Line

Alice Favre  
Director, Head of Operations, 
A Man About A Dog

Alice Feltro Events Assistant, 
Sound Diplomacy

Alicia Holthausen  
Public Relations,  
Open Source Festival

Andrea Minnich  
Sales & Marketing Manager, 
Tourismus Salzburg

Andreas Füser 
Referent, Stadt Köln – 
Stabsstelle Medien – und 
Internetwirtschaft

Anja Lorke Culture Manager, 
25hours Hotels

Anja Wildschuetz  
Referentin f. Kommunikation, 
Stadt Koeln

Ariane Günther Journalist, 
www.koeln-magazin.info

Axel Biermann  
CEO, Ruhr Tourismus GmbH

Barbara Foerster  
Director of Culture Office, 
City of Cologne

Bettina Schimmer 
Founder, Schimmer PR

Birgit Bachmeier 
Founder, subTOURING

Birte Weiring Assistant 
Market Development, 
Düsseldorf Tourismus GmbH

Burkhard Kieker CEO, Berlin 
Tourismus & Kongress GmbH

Carla Wilsom Director, 
Pizzicato Promotions

Carmen Brown  
Musician, Gato Preto

Chris Brown  
Director, Marketing Liverpool

Christian Waaga  
Local Promoter,  
Rhein-Konzerte GmbH

Claudia Neumann Head of 
Corporate Communications, 
KölnTourismus GmbH

Claudia Jericho Head Office 
Manager, CREATIVE.NRW

Clemens Henle  
Editor, Rheinische Post

Craig Ray  
Director, Visit Mississippi

Dallas Minner Owner,  
Stress Relief Travel, US

Daniel Fischer  
Project Manager Tourism, 
Duisburg Kontor

Daniel Koch Freelancer, 
Rolling Stone, Intro-Magazine

David Holtkamp 
Co-Founder, The Dorf

​Dennis Scherer  
Editor, Kölnische Rundschau

David Winter  
Director, Digital Strategies & 
New Business, Bonoer GmbH

Diana Seidel  
Music Department, Office  
of Cultural Affairs of the City 
of Düsseldorf

Berger-Blatt  
Project Manager, NBTC 
Holland Marketing

Diethelm Kröhl  
DJ, Haru Specks

Dionysis Temponeras 
Festival Organizer,  
Terra Furba

Dimitris Papaioannou 
Festival Organizer,  
Terra Furba

Dr. Michael Wenzel  
Guide and Author of the book 
“Keine Atempause”

Drew Young US Strategist,  
Sound Diplomacy

Elfi Scho-Antwerpes  
First Deputy Mayor,  
City of Cologne

Elisabeth Thelen 
Chairwoman, Supervisory 
Board of KölnTourismus 
GmbH

Ertay Hayit  
Editor in Chief, Hayit Medien/
Mundo Marketing GmbH

Fabio Pinna Creative 
Economist, Sardinian Dreams

Frank Christiansen  
Editor, DPA

Friederike Rennen  
Project Manager,  
Event Development, 
Competence Center for 
Creative Industries Düsseldorf

Gaute Aadnesen  
Business Development 
Manager, Stavanger 
Symphony Orchestra

Gerhard Meinhart Managing 
Director, Gerhard Meinhart

Gérome Vanherf  
COO, LeanSquare

Hansen Friederike Product 
Manager, Messe Berlin

Heike Döll-König Managing 
Director, Tourism NRW

Heike Rybienski Research 
Associate, Ratsfraktion BÜ 
90/DIE GRÜNEN

Helen Thackeray Hull Events 
Manager, Hull City Council

Helma Kremer Head of 
Market Development, 
Düsseldorf Tourismus GmbH

Helma Kremer Head of 
Market Development, 
Düsseldorf Tourismus GmbH

Hendryk Martin Managing 
Director, Bonoer GmbH

Hilary Ogbonna Programme 
Specialist Africa and Arab 
States, United Nations SDG 
Action Campaign

Holtkamp Patrick Managing, 
Territory Webguerillas

Humberto Benavente 
Project Manager,  
NBTC Holland Marketing

Ido Shapira  
CEO, Shapira & Co.

Izumi Sawamoto  
DJ & Organiser,  
Nude Restaurant

Jan Kakrow  
Sales Manager, Messe 
Frankfurt Exhibition GmbH

Jan van Weegen 
Vorsitzender, Klubkomm

Jana Kuchenbuch  
Sales Manager,  
Lindner Hotel City Plaza

Janet Arnold Vice President 
of Partner Relations, Visit Indy

Jan-Paul Laarmann  
Product Management City 
Tourism, Tourismus NRW

Jan-Paul Laarmann  
Referent Kultur,  
Tourismus NRW e.V.

Jenna Davis  
Founder, Life in Düsseldorf

Jens Kobler  
President, Jens Kobler

Johannes Everke  
Stv. Bereichsleiter,  
Hamburg Marketing GmbH

Johannes Keil  
PR Manager,  
Public Cologne GmbH

Jonathan Andrews  
Managing Editor, Cities 
Today/PFD Media

Jörn Erik Baier 
Fördermanagement, 
Wirtschaftsministerium NRW

Judith Schmitt  
Project Manager,  
Stadtrevue Verlag Gmbh

Julia Jones  
CEO, Found in Music

Julia Ueding  
Director of Travel Trade Sales, 
Memphis & MIssissippi

Julian Janisch Booking 
Agent, SSC Music Group

Justin Rudge  
Venue & Festival Booker, 
Public Bookings

Karoline Caesar  
Consultant, Karoline Caesar

Katja Hermes Head of 
Projects, Sound Diplomacy

Kevin McManus Curator, 
British Music Experience

Kira Alvarez Project Assistant, 
Sound Diplomacy

Konrad Schnabel  
Initiator, City Beats

Lara Bauerfeind  
Student, Lara Bauerfeind

Larry Heath  
Director, Heath Media

Lars Terlinden Head of 
Competence Center for 
Creative Industries Düsseldorf

Laura Försch Project 
Management, #urbanana

Lisa Hanna Gerlach 
Member Supervisory Board, 
KölnTourismus GmbH

Liz Neal  
Business Tourism Officer, 
Visit Hull & East Yorkshire

Delegates
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Lorenzo Fusco Creative 
Investor, Sardinian Dreams

Lori Janson Director, 
Destination Development 
Tourism Vancouver

Louwrens Langevoort 
Intendant, Kölner 
Philharmonie

Luke Jones Events Manager, 
Sound Diplomacy

Manuel Kalb  
Content Marketing Manager, 
SSC Music Group

Maria Lindmae  
Phd candidate/Researcher, 
Universitat Pompeu Fabra

Marie Lepstück  
Student, Stadt Köln

Marie-Kristin Gering  
Head of Tour and Travels 
Sales, Stadtmarketing Halle 
(Saale) GmbH

Marko Zaic  
Music Department, Office of 
Cultural Affairs of the City of 
Düsseldorf

Markus Penz Leiter, Business 
Dev. & Strategic Partnership 
Wiener Tourismusverband

Markus Luigs  
Photographer, Agentur für 
Design und Fotografie

Martin Whybrow Director, 
Smarter Communities Media

Matthias Burzinski Managing 
Director, destinet.de

Matthias Rauch  
Cultural Innovation Officer, 
Startup Mannheim

Matthias Strobel President, 
MusicTech Germany

Matthias Schumacher 
Director, Musikarchiv NRW

Max Bauer Online Editor, 
KölnTourismus GmbH

Michael Groth Editor/
Reporter, Deutschlandradio

Michael P. Aust  
Festival Director, SoundTrack 
Cologne/TelevisorTroika 
GmbH

Mike Litt Host, WDR 2

Miriam-Kira Bejaoui 
Northern European Sales, 
lastminute.com Group

Natalie Poloczek  
Project Manager,  
NBTC Holland Marketing

Nick Brooks-Sykes Director 
of Tourism, Visit Manchester

Niklas Bungardt  
Project Manager Tourism, 
Duisburg Kontor GmbH

Nora Will Manager Market 
Development, Düsseldorf 
Tourismus GmbH

Nora Schuster  
Host, WDR Lokalzeit

Norbert Obehaus  
CEO, c/o pop Festival

Olaf Furniss Managing 
Director, Music Tourist CIC

Ole Friedrich  
Managing Director, 
Düsseldorf Tourismus GmbH

Ole Löding  
Journalist, Sound of the Cities

Oliver Korthals  
Head of Organisation,  
SSC Music Group

Othmar Gimpel Head of 
Communication, KölnMusik 
GmbH/Kölner Philharmonie

Pablo Camino  
Director, Spain is Music

Patrick Holtkamp  
Managing Director,  
Territory Webguerillas

Paula Murray Creative 
Director, Croydon Council

Phil Nelson  
Music Industry Ambassador, 
BIMM/First Column

Rachel Meir Operations 
Director, Found in Music

Rachel Obermeier  
Trade Bureau Manager,  
Visit Mississippi

Rachel Tedder  
Student, operAcappella

Ralph Christoph  
Head of Program, c/o pop 
Festival & Convention

Ranja Assalhi  
Editorial Assistant,  
Luna Medienagentur

Rebecca Stuffer Marketing 
Manager, I-Motion GmbH

Renate Schmidt PR Manager, 
Public Cologne GmbH

Rob Keane  
Musician, WATT!

Robin Tuddenham Chief 
Executive, Calderdale MBC

Roland Berger Leiter, Stadt 
Köln – Stabsstelle Medien – 
und Internetwirtschaft

Roman von der Wiesche 
Corporate Communications, 
Düsseldorf Marketing GmbH

Rüdiger Esch Musician and 
Author, Rüdiger Esch

Sabrina Schmidt  
Student, #urbanana

Samuel Nicholls Founder/
Lecturer, Music:Leeds/Leeds 
Beckett University

Sandra Skrzynska Manager 
Public Relations, Düsseldorf 
Tourismus GmbH

Sara Hohman  
Project Manager, TU Berlin

Saskia Wragge  
Illustratorin, Saskia Wragge

Sebastian Eck Head of Event, 
Ruhr Tourismus GmbH

Shain Shapiro  
CEO, Sound Diplomacy

Simone Harga  
Student, Simone Harga

Stefan Ramsthaler  
Founder, subTOURING

Stefanie Reichart 
Abteilungsleitung Kultur,  
Ruhr Tourismus GmbH

Stephan Hermsen  
Editor, NRZ-Kultur

Stephanie Kleine Klausing 
Director Conventions  
& Marketing, Cologne  
Tourist Board

Steve Azar Music & Culture 
Ambassador, Mississippi

Steven Wakeling 
Commercial Director, 
Custom Projects,  
lastminute.com Group

Teresa De Bellis-Olinger 
Member Supervisory Board, 
KölnTourismus GmbH

Teresa Baumgarten 
Marketing Manager, ITB Berlin

Thomas Pichler Senior 
Sales & Marketing Manager, 
25hours Hotel Das Tour

Thorsten Schaar Senior 
Manager Public Relations, 
Düsseldorf Tourismus GmbH

Thorsten Jost Student, SRH 
Fachhochschule Riedlingen

Till Kniola Referent, Stadt 
Köln – Kulturamt

Tim Hilgert Head of Event, 
KD German Rhine Line

Timotheus Wiesmann 
Managing Director,  
Hamburg Music (IHM)

Tina Husemann  
Chief Editor Press and 
Marketing, The Dorf

Tomasz Grenke Head of 
Media and Communications, 
LANXESS arena

Tracy Lanza VP Integrated 
Marketing, Brand USA

Turo Pekari Senior Advisor, 
Innovation and Discovery

Ulrich Gutmair  
Editor and Freelancer, taz

Ulrich S. Soénius  
stellv. Hauptgeschäftsführer, 
Industrie – und 
Handelskammer zu Köln

Valeria Melis  
Referentin Städte/Genuss, 
Tourismus NRW e.V.

Vladlen Voronin Service in 
Restaurant, 25hours Hotel 
das Tour Düsseldorf

Volker Hein Free Journalist, 
WDR/Deutschlandfunk

Wilke Holger Project 
Manager, Capital Services

William Wolfgramm  
Member Supervisory, Board 
of KölnTourismus GmbH

Wolfgang Streitboerger 
Director of Communications, 
Memphis & Mississippi

Yvan Boudillet  
President, TheLynk

Delegates
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Partners & Sponsors

Thank you to our sponsors for their generous support.

Convention Hosts

Official Lunch Sponsor Official Reception Sponsor

Key Sponsor

Supporting Partners

Day 2 Host

M A G A Z I N  F Ü R  D Ü S S E L D O R F

Die Oberbürgermeisterin
Kulturamt
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Get in touch!

Please feel free to get in touch with us regarding 
any Music Tourism inquiries. 

Email: luke@sounddiplomacy.com 
Tel: +44 207 613 4271

Upcoming Music Tourism Conventions

UPCOMING EVENTS
LIVERPOOL, UK  
SEPTEMBER 2019


